AN  EXERCISE   IN  DIPLOMACY

and such cold proceeding, after their vehemence showed outward
in appearance that as, after so hot a summer, we saw never so
cold a winter. Whereby it appeareth, like as ye have right
prudently objected unto them, that they seek friends for their
need, and that, thinking themselves escaped their hands, they
do but little regard their friends; which is not the true rule to
knit a steadfast and certain knot of amity. They do far unlike
to the good turns we have showed unto them, not at our need
but at theirs. But as for that we let pass, and intend not to
reproach it unto them; but rather, in the meantime, to content
ourself with the honest virtue of our benefits showed for perfect
love and amity; seeing that, between so sundry qualities of him
and his two councillors (the mixtion whereof in the end is but
a cold frost) we can have no certain answer, but be referred to
two uncertain contingents; the one is declared unto yourself by
the Emperor, to Duke Frederick's advice at his coming into
Spain unto the Emperor's court; the other contingent, long to
come is, as appeareth by the effect of the Emperor's letters lately
sent unto the Lady Regent by way of instruction, (as the chan-
cellor of her court hath declared unto our ambassadors there) that
concerning the alliance between us and the Duchess, the said
Frederick should, at his return into Flanders from Spain, bring
shortly resolution. Whereupon, what they will do we cannot
well guess; but the same nevertheless, for to show ourself firm,
constant, and steadfast in a good affection, once thoroughly
printed in our heart, we will once essay whether they shall change
their disposition.

And therefore, forasmuch as one party is in Flanders, and
our ambassadors have been there by the space of sixteen weeks,
or thereabouts, and the Emperor said of his mere mind that he
would send instructions, ample and sufficient, unto the Lady
Regent of Flanders, and the purpose opened there although to a
small purpose as yet, ye shall require die emperor for the same.
And also because we intend not to treat upon one matter in two
places, nor 50 far distantly from us, it may like him therefore,
according to his offer and very promise, to send full instructions
as he hath oftentimes affirmed and affirmed again to have done,
when in deed the said lady denieth to have received any such